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Boys’ Brigade







                          Phil Hanes

The Boys’ Brigade was founded in 1883 – 140 years ago and is the oldest organisation for young people (pre-dating the Scouts (Baded Powell was a BB Officer before the started the Scouting Movement)).  As part of the celebrations our Anchors enjoyed making the “140 logo” out of a range of materials and our Juniors had a fantastic Sleep over.

Following the merger of 4 battalions to form the new South-east Battalion in September 2023 our numbers have remained higher than average, bucking the trend of companies that are closing or have fewer numbers.  If you have any time spare, we would like to get you involved in the Company in a voluntary capacity, do please speak to me as we would like to expand our work in the Juniors and Company Sections.  All training will be provided.

We have continued to be successful with the higher awards in the Senior Section and for the first time ever, we will be presenting a President’s Badge (second highest award in the Brigade) to Albie Paskins and a Queen’s Badge (highest award in the Brigade) to Daniel Pilling.  Well-done to both members.  Both awards will be presented at the presentation of awards in July (July 12th in the Church Hall).

We were able to present a rather large cheque to Demelza Childrens’ Hospice last May and our Charity work is continuing this year as we support Diabetes UK.

Camping continues to be a central part of our activities for the Juniors, Company and Seniors.       IoW Camp for our older members will again be held at our Camp Site in Bembridge and our Juniors will be camping (in tents) for the first time at a Scout Camp in Tonbridge.

The Brigade exists to “Advance Christ’s Kingdom among boys”.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff in the Company that give their time freely to achieve this goal, whether that be running the accounts or are in direct contact with the members on a weekly basis.  Thank you.
Bumps & Babies 


                                                                   Katie Parsons  
Bumps and Babies meets in the West Wing every Thursday morning in term time. The group is for babies up to 1 year and their carers and expectant Mums. There has been a lovely group who have been very consistent over the last year - the Mums started coming when the babies were very small so we have had a year to get to know them. It's always sad to say goodbye when the babies turn one but it's great to be able to tell them about Mothers and Toddlers in our Church hall that caters for babies up to preschoolers.
New Mums and babies have continued to join the group so we have seen consistent numbers of attendees. We receive feedback regularly about what a friendly group it is and that having a place to meet with other new parents in the early months is a great blessing and something they look forward to each week. 
The group is run by Katie Parsons and Penny Dormer with regular help from Caroline Bunting and Claire Beckley. Each session finishes with the 'Bubble Blessing' - a little song about God being with them wherever they go. It is our hope and prayer that the babies will grow up to know this (and their parents as well!)

Children Youth and Families Minister 



                   Kevyn Oliver 
Having been in the role of Children Youth and Family Minister now for 18 months, I can say it’s been a pleasure to serve alongside a wonderful team of volunteers that contribute immensely towards all the activities that happened in the last year.

We kicked off this year in April 2023 with a wonderful Easter Family Fun event, that saw so many young people and families come along.

Our Tiny Tots and Mother and Toddlers on Tuesday and Thursday mornings have continued to see an increase in numbers averaging 30-40 children weekly, while I’m there I have been able to create some connections with Parents and Grandparents that bring their children along, and we have noticed an increase of some of those families joining in special events that happen at Church.

I have been supporting with the boys brigade, every Friday evening and it has been great to build relationships with the children and their families, especially inviting them to church activities. Currently resulting in 2 new young people coming to our pathfinder socials that now happen on alternate Sunday afternoons, One BB boy being baptized in Church and an increase in boys coming to our all age services.

The Sunday School Groups continue to be growing and have been running smoothly. One of the biggest challenges here is the inconsistency in the attendance which sometime causes difficulties for those preparing the activities, but the feedback received by parents its very positive.

Other highlights during this last year were the Christmas events which had the highest attendance on record for the last few year; the unified groups on the last Sunday of each term with the parents joining in and sharing lunch together; the light trail around our neighbourhood which was highly appreciated; the Messy Church Outdoors on the Saturdays during the summer even though the weather didn’t really help and finally our parenting for faith course via zoom during 8 weeks finalised with a family breakfast in church.

Please continue to pray for all our activities as we aim to continue to connect with children and young people and help them to come to know, grow and understand what it means to be a Christian and develop a personal relationship with Jesus. ​Supporting all young people and their families through teaching and encouraging them ​to develop a faithful life for Christ.

Churches Together in Sidcup





      Pamela Steed
At our annual meeting in the spring we elected a new chairman which we do every year or two.  This time a gentleman from St Lawrence’s Church has taken over.  We endeavour to rotate this position around Church of England, Baptist, Free Church and Roman Catholic churches.  The winter months are when we hold most of our gatherings.  In November the chairman laid a wreath at the war memorial on Remembrance Day on our behalf.  Our annual Civic Carol Service, which we arrange together with Bexley Council, took place at St John’s Church.  We heard from members of Bexley Music, children from Burnt Oak Lane School, a Ukranian Community choir and the St John’s “Joyful Voices”.  The church was full and it was a wonderful occasion.  A short talk was given by Father Allan MacDonald of St Lawrence’s Church.  A week later a group of us sang carols in Sidcup High Street.  In January a Unity service was held at St Lawrence’s and this year the booklet had been prepared by Christians in the West African nation of Burkina Faso.  It was entitled “Go and do Likewise” and was based on the story of the good Samaritan.  Our Lent Lunches, based here at Christ Church, have brought in a large number from other churches in Sidcup (on one Wednesday over 65 attended).  We were raising funds for Christian Aid, now that a door-to-door collection is no longer attempted.  We plan to hold a Walk of Witness through the High Street on Good Friday which will finish at Christ Church with tea, coffee and hot cross buns.
Contact Club






                      Elizabeth Adams  
Now in our 17th year we are continuing our tried and tested format of having four 10 week sessions a year, alternating a speaker one week with an outing the next.

This year has seen a number of changes to the committee, which now looks like this:

Chairman           Pam Odlin.

Secretary           Richard Elvin

Treasurer           Greg  Farrrell.

Trips organiser   Philip Wigley

Collecting money

For trips              Pamela and John Steed.

Our membership remains at around 70.

                      
     

Craft Club 






                    Pauline Springhall 
The craft group has over 12 members who attend the group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month and employ a variety crafting skills while enjoying friendly conversation.

 The group supports many charities:

 

1) which help the homeless by making blankets, hats, gloves and jumpers.

2) by making garments for premature babies such as hats or cardigans.

3) by making "buddy bags and teddies " for children going into care.

4) supporting Samaritan's purse.

Plus the group likes to support the church to raise funds and use their skills to support the church activities.

The post box opposite the church has a post box topper made by the craft group for example 

1)The nativity, 

2) the Easter theme and stone rolled away,

3) the red poppies for the Armistice

4) a coronation topper 

5) new one we are working on at present is for Mothering Sunday.

At the Christchurch fund raiser in November 2022, we made £143.20 by selling goods made by craft members, the money was given to the Christchurch treasurer. 

The craft group had a Mac Millan coffee morning and raised £216 in November 2023.

£71.59 was made at Playgroup fund raiser, the craft group gave the Playgroup £50 in November 2023.

At the Craft /Christmas Fair the craft group raised £352.70.

Paul Atkinson was given £287.70 to help pay off some of the debt of the boiler in the church.

Carolyn a craft group member was given:

1) £65 for an ornate candle holder and special long candles 

2) £60 for the church advent candle for this Christmas.

Deanery Synod




   Andrew Young & Stephen England

The Synod met on 14 June 2023 at Holy Redeemer Lamorbey, where the guest speaker was The Venerable Allie Kerr, the new Archdeacon of Bromley and Bexley. 

She spoke about her faith journey, and said she wanted to get to know the parishes so she can help us when required.

She also encouraged us to think about what is distinctive about our setting?

The Synod met on 21 November 2023 at St John The Evangelist, Sidcup when the Speaker was Billy-Jo O’Leary, a licensed lay minister and member of General Synod from Welling.

She spoke about her work for Home for Good, a Christian charity that advocates to find a home for every child that needs one.

There had been an earlier meeting for licensed lay minsters, which Kevyn had spoken at.

The Synod met on 8 February 2024 at St James, Blendon.
The first part of the meeting was an update on Diocesan Synod.

We then looked at what each of the 11 churches in the Deanery do is terms of outreach, and had a discussion about possible future topics for Deanery Synod.
Evangelistic Courses 






       Tom Parsons  
Christ Church has been active in the use of evangelistic courses to help those investigating Christian Faith to discover Jesus for themselves. Adam Curtis has led this ministry during his time with us. He hosted two Hope Explored courses in February to follow on from the Glass Room apologetics sessions in January. One of these took place in the evening, and the other in the daytime, to accommodate different schedules. 

In the summer term, Adam also ran a Tell Me More course. This was the first time the material had been used. It was a good way to take those who had done other courses forward. In the autumn term, we hosted Christianity Explored with a group of around 10 people. It was an excellent course that helped everyone move forward in their faith and understanding.  

Fabric Committee




   


     Tom McMahon 
Dear Church family, I would like to submit my report on behalf of the Fabric committee. Firstly, thanking all the committee members whose task is to maintain our Church and Hall, to a good standard. All their hard work and commitment in this is very much appreciated.

We would like to thank our committed teams of cleaners who work behind the scenes each and every week to maintain the high standards of cleanliness we have come to expect. It would help them if you wash up and put away after yourselves not just leave for the next person who comes in to do.

Thank you to all who help on cleaning days as this helps with jobs that are not on the weekly schedules.

Thanks also to those who keep on top of all the gardening both at Church and hall, they are so well kept.

If anyone finds something not working or has concerns over anything please let a Church warden know and we will try to deal with it.

On another note, if you use anything in Church may I ask that you return it to where you borrowed it from. We have lots of items that go missing and often must replace them as they cannot be found.

 Also, if you need to take an Item away from the building, please ask a warden or Kelly first so we can keep track of these items.

Lastly, we will be due a quinquennial towards the end of the year, this may bring to light a lot of jobs that are now deemed urgent. I ask that you pray for a good out come on this.

Flower Arrangers
         





             Carolyn Codling
During 2023 floral arrangements were placed in church for the main services - Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, Harvest, Mother's day, Remembrance week and Christmas.

During 2023, there were three funerals, when flowers were arranged specially in church and also a Baptism.
A successful Macmillan Coffee fundraising event, decorated by flowers was held in October.

There was a Christmas wedding in church, where flowers were replaced by arrangements of baubles and candles which were most effective. 

The Bradley family gifted money to put flowers into church for remembrance of their parents, Win and Barry Bradley.
Flowers are put into church most weeks of the year, usually on the font, with silk arrangements on the Lord's Table.

If anyone would like to place flowers in church for their own special reasons, please do. Alternatively, I would be pleased to do it for you. 

Home Groups







                  Tom Parsons 
No none can know everyone in the church, but it’s important to get to know some people well, and to be known. That’s why we encourage Christ Church members to join a Fellowship Group. The purpose of the groups is Bible study, because our fellowship is in the truth; prayer support, because our fellowship is not only with each other but with God; and pastoral care, because these groups can be the most effective pastoral structure we have. A fellowship groups needs all three elements to really thrive.

This year, Daphne Everett retired after many years of faithful group leadership. The group members have dispersed into other groups. In addition, a new group was set up during the year led by Conrad and Alison Summers. 

The groups began the year using the studies in the booklet, Just for Starters. Designed for new believers, this material is a helpful way of going over basic truths again. For the rest of the year, the groups have followed the Sunday preaching series, with studies on 1 and 2 Corinthians. 

Mission Committee





                        Diane McMahon 
I would like to thank everyone for the support of our mission partners, whether through prayer or financial giving.

Although the total for 2023 was slightly down on the previous year, our first gift day of the year to Crosslinks was more than last years.

We welcome onto mission Home for Good whose aim is to find a home for every child who needs one. Their first gift day will be in September.

Please take a look at the mission board for the latest information or seek out the reps who are Paul Atkinson, Diane McMahon, John Morgan Kevyn Oliver Pamela and John Steed.

Mothers and Toddlers





             Diane McMahon
We have had good attendance throughout the last year. With an average of 18 parent/carers per week. Along with the core group we have had lots of new people come to try us out, not all stay as they find it too noisy or busy. numbers are up due to other toddler groups closing and not just in the local area.

We were able to have our Christmas party with a visit from father Christmas.

A great time had by all.

We again took part in the Autumn bazaar and Christmas fair and held our coffee morning for MacMillan.

Kevyn comes along nearly every week and some of the parents now ask after him if they have not seen him for a while. They enjoy their chats with him.

PCC









       Tom Parsons

Included in main report 
Playgroup







   
       Tracey Major
Numbers have slowly increased since September, mainly since parents wait until they have free sessions. With the government now extending this to 2year olds from April we have a waiting list. As ratios dictate the number of children at any one time.

We were able to employ Nicci Smith as of September who formerly worked at the Baptist playgroup, she came with the advantage of being fully trained and experienced. And knew all our staff.

At Christmas we held our nativity and had a party with an entertainer, paid for by money raised at the autumn bazaar and Christmas fair.

This term we held a coffee morning for parents and will have a chocolate raffle on the last day of term.

Finance is an ongoing issue; we made a loss last year.  Government have decided that all staff must hold a paediatric first aid certificate so we now have the expense of all staff having to update in the next month or two at a cost of over £1000.

Please pray for continuing numbers and that our finances will break even at the end of the year.
Safeguarding 






   
                 Dawn Watson 
‘Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility’

At Christ Church, Sidcup we acknowledge the importance of safeguarding and strive to ensure our children, young people and adults are kept safe from harm. 

Christ Church falls under the Diocese of Rochester and has fully adopted  the Promoting a Safer Church Safeguarding Policy which means that the PPC have agreed to guidelines and requirements set out by the Church of England, the policy  can be viewed on the diocese web site at www.rochester.anglican.org/  We require all current PCC members and church wardens to have DBS checks and to complete the online C0 safeguarding training in line with advice from the diocese, this will also be required of those newly appointed .

We promote our safeguarding in various ways, through the Christ Church web site, the Safer Church poster displayed in the church foyer and at the church hall. Our Parish Safeguarding Officer Dawn Watson can be contacted to discuss safeguarding concerns or emailed at safeguardingchristchurchsidcup@gmail.com 

The appointment, last year of Kevyn, our Children and Family Minister has brought fresh co-ordination and encouragement to the children’s ministry and it has been wonderful to have people stepping forward to assist with the groups and therefore Kelly and Dawn have been kept busy completing DBS checks and renewing current ones. 

Safeguarding needs to be embedded in our culture and can only work with the vigilance and involvement of everyone. I would encourage you to raise any concerns that you might have, regardless of whether they are for a child or adult, with the Parish Safeguarding Officer or Rev.Tom Parsons.

Tiny Tots 







                   Sarah Moore 
We meet each Tuesday at the church hall, from 9am. Aa well as free play the children enjoy play doh, colouring, and a craft relating to the day’s bible story. After refreshments for adults and children, we have a bible story, prayers and singing with instruments. This year we have covered miracles, parables, creation, TSP prayers, Easter, and Christmas. As Halloween fell on a Tuesday, Kevyn came along and did a light party for the children which was well received.      

I couldn’t run this group without the help of Carole Hazelgrove and Kim Wheatley, who come along every week to help the children with the craft, chat with the adults, wash up, and tidy away.  
Women of Faith




                                        Juli Atkinson

Women of Faith have continued to meet most months and hosted a collection of engaging and challenging sessions. Some speakers have been ‘in house’ and others from external organisations. 

In January we celebrated 10 years of WoF. We were delighted that our very first speaker was able to join us again for the session.

This year we have also been joined by Men of Faith for some joint sessions. Average attendance is around 20 people each month.

We have covered many different topics—including bereavement, stress, inclusion and also entertained speakers from Open Doors, Wycliffe Bible Translators and Safer Families to name a few. The inclusion session was particularly well received and has birthed a team of people looking at how Christ Church can be more inclusive and welcoming.

If you have never managed to join a breakfast please come along. You will be sure of a warm welcome, delicious breakfast and an interesting session.

Obviously an event like this could not happen without an amazing team of people shopping, catering and doing the administration—Thanks especially go to Juli Atkinson, Sarah Moore and Andrew Young

